The Crystal Egg

A Weird Tale of the Martians
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OW, It would be tedlous and un-

necessary to state all the phases of

Mr, Case's discovery from this

point. SufMce Lhat the effvcl was
tius: the crystal, being peered into at an
angle of about 137 degrees from the direc-
tion of the (luminating ray, gave o clear
und cousintent ploture of & wide and pe-
culiar country-gide. It was mot dream-
fke at all; it produced w definite Lo
pressjun of reality, and the beller the
lght, the more res! and solid It sesmed
It was & moving pleture, that |8 o say,
certnin ubijects moved in 1L, but slowly,
In an orderly manner, like real things,
and according as the directlon of the
Hglitlng and vislon changed, the plelure
changed aleo. It muat, Indeed. have been
Mke louking through uh oval klass at a
view nnd turnbng the gliss aboul to get
at different aspects,

Mr. Cave's siatements, Mr. Wace as-
sures e, were cxtremely clfcumstantial,
and entirely froe from any of that emos
tionsl quality that talats hallucinatory
impremsioys  Thit 10 must be rememiered
that nll the efforta of Mr. Wuce to #ee
any similar clavity In the faint opales-
vence of the orysinl were wholly unsue-
censful, try sa he woull  The difference
I lritensity of the lmpressions recelved
by the two men was very great, and It s
quite conoelvable thut what was & view
ta Mr, Cove was a merd blurred nebu-
lomity to Mr. Waee,

The view, s Mr. Cive described it
wits Invarlably of mn extunsive plain, and
he woomod aiwase to be looking at it from
o eonniderabile bolght, nn i from n tower
or & mast.  To the enst and w the west
the plaln was bhounded at & remols dis-
tance by vast reddish olifts, which re-
minded hine of thime he had seen In sompe
pleture; but what the pleture waw, Mr
Wace was unable to ascertain,  These
cliffts passed porth and south—he conld
tell the polnts of the compass by the
starp that were vidible of a night—re-
celding In an almost UWimitable perspec-
tive and fuding Into the mists of the
distance hafore they met. He wan nearer
the wnmtern et of cliffs, on the ocenslon
of his first vidlon the sun was riking ovee
them, and bluck mgainpt the suniight and
pabe agilnst thelr whadow  appeared »
multitpde of soaring forms thnt Mr, Cave
regarded as birds A vast range of halid-
iner sprend below him: he seemed to be
looking down upsn them; and, as ey
appronched  the blurred and  refracted
edge of tha pleture, they bBecatmo Indis-
tinot.  ‘Mhere wWere nlsd (rees ourlsus In
shape, and in coloving. a deop  monsy
rreen and  an exguisite gray, hoslde o
wide and shining eanal.  And something
great and brilllantly colored Heéew across
the pletire; 1t the firet time Mr, Cave
shw Uhese pletnres fie siuw ondy In Mashes]
his HAnds shook, hin heénd moved, the
vie'cam camp and went, and grew foRey
and b Stinet. And at firsd he had the

grodtest difftedlty (n fallmg the pletare
agnin, onee the dicection of It was Jost
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Hia next clear vision, which came about
a woek after the Amst—the Interval
having ylelded nothing but tantalizing
glimpses and some useful experience—
showed him the view down the length of
the valley, The view was different, bul
he had a curious persuasion, which his
nubsequent obeervations abundantly con-
firmed, thal he was regarding this strange
worll from ¢xactly the same gpot, ol-
though he was looking in a different
direction, The long fagade of the great
buliding, whose roof he had leoked down
upon before, was now receding In per-
spoctive. He recognlzed the roof, In the
front of the fagude wis a terrmce of
mussive proportions and  extreordinary
length, and down the middle of the ter-
risce, ot Certaln intervals, stood buge bt
vory graceful musts, bearing small, shiny
objocta which reflected the setling sum,
The Import of thess small oljocts did not
ovetr Lo M Cave untll some thne after,
am he was describing the scene to Mr
Wiaee, The terrace overhung a thicket of
the most luxuriant and graceful vegeta-
tion, and beyond thiv wad n wides, grassy
lawn on which certaln broad crestures, in
form (ke beetlen, but enormounly larger,
reposed. Bevond this, ngnin, wns n richly
decomtpd causeway of pinkish stone; and
beyond that, and lned with depse
wesds, and piaksing o the valley exactly
parsitel with the distant ¢liffs, was o
broad and mirror-like expanse of water,
The alr seemed Tul) of sqoadrons of great
birds, manceuvreing n stately curves; and
arrosn the river wis a multitude of splen-
Al bulldings, rlehly coloresd amd glittering
with metadlle tracery and facets, among
a forest of moss-1ike and Hehanous treew
And suddenly something Happed repent-
@iy neriss the vislon, like the futlering
of a jewelod tan or the beating of a wing,
and & fape, or rather the upper part of &
fate with very lurge eyes, camo, na It
were, elose to his owt. and as If on the
other side of the orystal. Mr. Cave was
#o startled and so impressed by the ahsa-
Iute reallty of these eves, that he drew
hin hend back from the crvstal to look
hehind 1L He had become po abworbed in
wintehing that he was quite surprised to
find himself In the cool darkness of his
Mttty whop, with lta famillar odor of
mothyl, mustiness and deciy. And as he
blinked about him the glowihe crystal
faded and went out,

Buch were the first genernl lmpreasions
of Mr. Cave. Tho story Is ourlonsly ddrent
and  clreumstantial,  From  the  antset,
whin the vallay first Aashod nmentarily
on his  menges,  His Imasination  wan
slrangely affected. and, an he homwn o
mpprectate  the detalln of the seene he
s, his wonder rose th the polnt of =«
pansion,  He went about Wis husiness,
Nsttens nna distrmueht, thinkng only of
the time when lio should b able 1o return
to hin watehing  And then, n few weekn
after hin Arnt wleht of (he valley, came
the two custameinl the steens nnd excltes
ment of thelr offer, abd the navrow rpenne
of the rcrystal
from sale, as 1
have nlready
told.

Now, while the
thing wun  Mr,
Cave'n sneret, It
remalied & mere
wonder, n thite
to creep 10 co-
vertly and peep
at. oe & chil
might poop upon
o forbldden gar-
den, Bt Mr,
Whoe had for s
young, sclentific
Investigntor, =a
particularly lu-
oid and conmeo-
utive habit of
mind,  IMrectly
the erysial and
s story came
to himy, and he
Hid  satlnfled
himeelf, by mee-
ing the phoapho-
reaconee with
hin  own  eyes
that there real-
1y was & eortaln
evidente for Mr.
Cave's wtoates
ments, he pro-
cesled to  de-
velop the mats
ter systematies
ally,. Mr, Cave
wan only  too

and  feast  his
evyen on this
wonderiand  he
eaw, and he
came svery
night from half-
past elght unill
half - past  ten,
and  sometimes,
In Mr. Waoe's

alisence, durlug the day. On

buuuay allernvons, also, he came,
From the ouwsst Mr, Wace Duiue
copluus notes, and It was due W
Lis scientific method that the re-
lation between the direction frvin
which the initiating ray entered
the crystal and the orientation of
the piclure wero proved. And by
covering the crystal tn & box per-
forated only with a pmell sper-
ture 0 odmit the exciting ray,
and by substituting black Boiland
for his buff blinds, he greatly lm-
proved the conditions of the ob-
sorvatlons; so that In & lite
while they were able to survey
the valley in any direction they,
desired.

20, having cleared the way, we
muy give & brisf sccount of this
vislonary world within the orys-
tul, The things wern in all casce
seen by Mr. Cave, and the method
of working was Invariably for
him to watch the crysial and ro-
purt what be saw; wiiio Mr
Waee (who ns n sclente student
tnd learned the trick of writing
In the dark) wrole a brief note
ol bis report. When the erystal
faded, It was put into (ts box In
the proper position and the clec-
trie Mght turned on. Mr. Waoe
dalied Guestlons, and suggested
observations to clear up diffieuit
pailnty,  Nothing, Indeed, could
huve boen loss Vislopary and more maiters
of-fact.

‘The attention of Mr, Cave had beoen
speedily directed to the bird-like eres-
tures ho had seen so abundently present
in emch of hin earlier visions, His first
impression was soon corrected, and he
consldered for a thme that they might
repressnt n diurnal specles of bat. Then
he thought, grotesyuely enough, that they
might b chorubs, Thelr heads were
round und curiously lwnan, and it was
the eyes of one of them that had mo
winrtled him on his second observation
They hil broad, sivery wings, not feath-
ered, bt gilstening almost an brillinntly
ns mew-Killed fab, and with the same
subtle play of color, and these wings were
not built on the plan of bird-wing or bat,
Mr. Waece learued, but mupported by
curved ribe radilating from the bidy, (A
sort of hutterfly wing with curved ribs
reemn best to expresa thelr appeamncs.)
The body was small, but f(ted with two
hunches of prehonsile organs, like long
tentpcien, immediatoly ander the mouth.
Incredinle me It appeared to Mr. Wies,
the persuasion ot ledst bDeécame Lrresist-
ihle that It wos theso creatures which
owhed the gEreal quasl-human  balkiings
and the magnificent garden that made
the broad walley wo wplendld,  And Mr,
Cave pereeived that the bulldingy, with
other peeulinrities, had no doors, Lut that
tho great virouihe windows, which openod
frocly, ktve the creatires egroms and en-
tfance.  They would slight dpon their
tentuclen, fold thelr wingn to ik smiliness
nlmost rod-like, and hop into the in-
terlor. Dot Among them was & melti-
tude of mmaller wingol crontures, ke
wrent dmigon-fAles and moths aml dying
heetles, nnd acrosa the groensward hril-
Hantly colored, glgnntle  grouml | beetlos
crawled lngily to and fro, Mareover, on
the causeways and torrices large-hoeaded
creatures similar to the greater winged
Pien, but wingless, were vVisible, hopping
buskly upon  thelr hand«lle tungle of
tentnclen,

Alluston has slready been made to the
glittering objects upon musis that stood
upon the terrace of the pearer bufldineg.
It dawned upon Mr. Cave, after rogard-
ihg one of these masts very (ixedly on
one particularly viviid-day, that the glit-
tering obiject thore whs n crystal exactly
like that inte which he peered. And n
e more cureful seruatiny convinesd him
that #nel one In a vista of nearly twenty
enrrled a wimilar ohject,

Ocenplotally one of the larvite fiving

creatures would fhitter up to one, fold--

Ing 1ts wings and colling a number of fts
teatieles about the mast, would regard
the ervsial Bxedly for n epaee—some-
tines for as lomg as Ofteen minotes. And
a weriea of observations, made at the
engmestion of Mr. Whaee, convineed both
watohers that, so Iar as the vislonary
world was concerned, the srysial into
which they peersd actually stood st the
summit of the end-most mist on the
terrace, and that ofh one occasion. Wt
least, one of these Inhabitants of this
pther world had Jooked Into My, Cnve's
face while he was making these observi-
MOLLE

S0 mach for the essontinl facts of thin
very singular storv. Uvnless ws dinmiss
1t afl we the inesnious fMbrication of Mr.
Ware, we have 1o hellove one of two
thinem: afther that Mr. Cave's cryninl wans
In twn workis at once. and that, while
it was earried about in ome, it remalned
stationary In the other, which peems
nltogether abwxurd: or else that it had
some pociline relatton of sympathy with
nnother and exncily wimilar ervstal in
this other world. so that what was seen
in the Intertor of the one In this world
wan, under suitalie condittons, viaibie to
an ohsstresr |n the corresponding crvatal
in the other world: and viee versa. At
present, Indeed, we do not know of any
way In which two ervatals could wo come
e rapnort. but fava we know enough
to undarstand that the thing is not alto-
wether Imposaible.  This view of the
crystals am en mopart was the supposi-
tion that oceurred to Mr. Wace: and to
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Jrovesdings of these winged people

rn;‘. ot least, It seems extremely plaus-
itle. - « .

And where was this other world? On
1his, also, the alert Intelligence of Mr,
Wace wpocdily threw light  Afler wun-
wet the sky darkened rapldly—there was
& very brief twilight Interval Indeed—
nnd the sturs shone out.  They work
recognizably the sume an those we spw
uranged Inothe some constellations.  Mr,
Cave redogrilzed the Bear, the 1Meludes,
Atdobaran and Sirfus; so that the other
world must be momewhere in thoe wolar
syutem, and, at the wimosl, only a lew
hundreds of milllons of miles from our
own.  Following up this cloe, Mr, Wace
lenrned that the midnight sun was a4
dirlior blug evorn thin our midwinter alty,
and that the sun seemed a little smaller
And there were two small moons' “lke
our moon bt smoller. and gquite differ-
ently marked.” one of which moved so
rifidly that fts motion was cloardy isibis
o one regdrded It Thess moons were
never high In the sky, but vaninhed nw
they rosc; that ls, overy time they re-
yolved they were eclispil, becayse they
wore wo near thelr primary plonst  And
nll these pnswers cRmMe qiite completely,
although M. Cave did not know It
whit st be the dondition of things on
Morn

Tdeed, 1t weems an o exceatingly plat-
milile  conclusion that, feerine Inte (his
orvatnl, Mr, Cave AW acioatly  wen fhe
planct Marn and It Inhabltante  And
It that ba the coMe, thon (he ovening sthe
thot shone woo brillianily In the sy of
thint dintont vlgloh was nefther mare nor
Losd tHan our ovwn fasdllar enrthy,

For a time the Martinns —1f ey wars
Marttane—do pot seem 1o have known of
Mr. Cuve's Inspeation.  Onee or twise on
wotlil eomb to pock, Al goe nwav very
phortly to some other most, an thoneh the
Vimlom  was unsitnfactory. Putlne s
time Mr, Cave was able to watih the
with-
ot Ielng dstiurbed by thetr sintention,
nnd, although il report |8 nbcossarily
vagoe aml fragmontary, 0 Is novertholoss
very suggestive.  Imnagine the fmpresaton
of humanity a Marilan obwerver would
gt who, after a AiMeult process of piropn -
milon and with comsiderable fatigue 1o
the eyes, was able 0 pedr at London
from the steeple of Bt Martin's Chureh
for stretchen, mt lonmest, of four minntes
Wt time. Mr, Cave was unable 1o fecer-
nin i the winged Martians were (he
same an the Martins whoe hopoed aboot
the causrways and terraces and i the
latrer dould pat on wings at will. e
arvernl times saw cortain clumsy Blpoda
Amiy suggestive of apes, white and par.
tially transluesnt, ferling among certaln
of the lichenoua trees, nnd once some of
these fted hefore one of the hoppine,
round-headed Martinns. The Intter cavight
one In Its tentacles. pnd then the pletuse
faded suddonly and left Mr. Cave most
tantubigingly In the dark.  On another
pseeaslon, a vast thing that Mr Cave
thovght a1 fArst was somie glganile in.
wect, appeared ndvaneing nlong the ranpes
wiy beslde the canal with extraonlinary
mpldity.  An this driw fearer Mr Cpve
pereelved That it wan a mechoaniam of
rhining metaly and of sxtrmordinaey fom-
plexity, And then, when he Tonked peain
It hud pansed ont of slght

After a tite Mr. Wace aspiend tn pt-
tract the atientlon of the Martlana andt
the mext time that the strange svin of
one of them appenred closs to the cryetal
Mr. Cave crled ont and sprane away, and
they immedintely turned on the Tkt and
baenn to gesticulnta in a mannor sug.
gestive of slenalling. Put when at last
Mr. Cave examined the ervatal sgaln, the
Martinn had departed.

Thus far these observations had pra-
grossed In early November, and then Mr
Cave, fesllng that the susplolons of his
family about the orvstal were alinved
bewnn to take It ta and fm with him, In
order thut ne ocenmlon arose, In the day.
time or nieht. he mieht comfort him.
molf with what was fast hecoming the
mont real thine In his existenee,

(Continued on paee 17)




